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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends 

As you know I begin a new appointment in September, and half of my week will 

be as Chaplain to Leeds Bradford International Airport (LBIA), but it’s not quite 

time for goodbye yet.  However, this week I was invited to the National 

Conference for the British Isles and Eire Network of Airport Chaplains which was 

held at Manchester Airport.  I had no idea how big Airport Chaplaincy is, and I 

was made very welcome by the chaplains from many airports around the 

country.  I was even more surprised to find that one of the members there is the 

President of the IACAC – International Association of Civil Aviation Chaplains 

which has members in forty three countries from Australia to Zambia and you 

can find Chaplains at over 175 airports worldwide.  All of a sudden I have 

become part of a huge family I didn’t even know existed. 

Listening to the work that goes on in so many places was both exciting, and 

challenging to think that soon I will be a part of that network. 

So often we hear doom and gloom stories of a church that is struggling and also 

irrelevant in the wider world, but this week I was hearing the very opposite.   As 

part of the conference we had talks from several groups within Manchester 

Airport including members of Border Force, and the Airport Care Team.  It was 

really good to hear just how much they value the work of the chaplains.  It 

served to remind me that so many Christians are living out their faith in 

everyday situations, many of which go unnoticed or unannounced to the world.  

It was also wonderful to see that the chaplaincy team in Manchester is a real 

multi-faith chaplaincy with women and men from different faiths working 

together to share the love of God in real and practical ways.  Again a very 

different image to the religious division we see in the media. 
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WORSHIP IN JUNE 

June 7th 10.30 am Mr Michael Prince   

  6.30 pm Chapel Allerton 

June 14th 10.30 am  Mr Roger Richardson 

  6.30 pm Revd. Robert Creamer Holy Communion 

June 21st  10.30 am Mr John Summerwill 

  6.00 pm  United Service at Newbourne 

June 28th  10.30 am Revd. Andrew Atkins  Holy Communion 

  6.00 pm Ecumenical Service St Andrew’s Church  

THANK YOU to Mary Patchett for an interesting and thoughtful service (26th 

April) with the theme Connections, centred around the work Women Weaving 

Wisdom. Tapestries from various faith groups were on display. The work  is 

organised by the Methodist project Touchstone based in Bradford. A lot of hard 

work went into planning the service. For more details about this interfaith work 

see page 5. Ed. 

So as we progress towards summer and the knowledge that many people will be 

travelling through airports, with hundreds of thousands of staff helping them on 

their way, be encouraged that in these very transient places there are people 

living out their faith by caring in many and varied ways for staff and travellers. 

One request I would make to you.  From September part of my work will be to 

expand the role of the Chaplaincy at LBIA and build up the team both in terms of a 

Christian and multi-faith presence.  I would value your prayers for the work that is 

slowly beginning to expand there. 

Till next time 

Andrew 
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WITH THANKS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AT LIDGETT 

Jan, Paul, Ian and Kate Sanders are overwhelmed by the love and support given 
to them during the illness and recent loss of John. 

We are so very grateful for thoughts, prayers, cards, flowers, food and offers of 
help. A special thanks goes to Andrew who has at a difficult time for his own 
family supported and helped us through the past few months. 

Jan Sanders. 

A NOTICE FROM THE CIRCUIT INVITATION COMMITTEE: 

The Leeds North and East Circuit Invitation Committee have invited Rev Dr. 
Daniel Mwailu to come to be a Presbyteral Minister in this circuit with pastoral 
charge of Lidgett Park, Thorner and Harewood for a 5 year period commencing 
September 2015. The Invitation Committee is pleased to announce that Daniel 
has accepted this invitation.  

Daniel originally came from Kenya, but has worked in British Methodism since 
1987, starting as voluntary associate university chaplain at Birmingham 
University, and is currently Superintendent of the South Lincolnshire Circuit. He 
holds degrees in Biblical Studies from the London School of Theology, and 
Birmingham University where he earned his Ph.D in Theology with a dissertation 
on Christology. He also holds other qualifications in pastoral counselling and 
evangelism. He describes his ministry as being more inclined to mission than 
maintenance. He will be living in the Stainbeck Lane manse. He is married to Rev 
Margaret Mwailu, who is currently stationed in the Chesterfield Circuit. They will 
ensure that they find time to be together appropriately, whilst living and working 
in two separate Circuits.  

Rev Robert Creamer Circuit Superintendent. 

Youth Makes Music 
Lidgett Park Methodist Church Friday 10th July @ 7.30 

Tickets £7 with proceeds to the Oxford Place Children’s Centre. 
The concert has been organised by David Wilks and taking part will 

be a number of very talented young solo instrumentalists and 

singers. It will be a super evening so come along and bring your 

friends. 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

Published in the magazines St Andrew’s, St Edmund’s and Lidgett Park 

Dear Lord, I don’t want to change. I like everything just as it is.  

Well, I suppose, if I’m honest there are things that would be better changed:- 

All that violence, poverty, persecution, discrimination, prejudice, appalling work-

ing conditions, starvation, dying through lack of medication, lack of human rights, 

no democracy, no education, no fairness……. It’s not right how some people have 

to live in some countries, but I can’t do anything about it. 

In Leeds there’s some wonderful work happening to help refugees fleeing from 

their homeland. There are those stars who give their time and skills volunteering 

to help and support charities across the city who offer help to vulnerable people 

of every category. There are those who befriend and advocate on behalf of oth-

ers. 

Yes Lord, I would like those people to become redundant. I would like those with 

mental health difficulties to be supported. I would like no one  to feel the need to 

live on the streets. I would like the food banks to close down.  

I would like everyone to feel self-respect and to experience the respect of others, 

be treated straight and simply as fellow human beings sharing our planet. 

It would be good if church were full every week – well, if all people followed your 

ways. 

Actually Lord it would be good if lots of aspects of life changed, - just not mine. 

Well, I suppose I would like to feel a bit fitter, I wouldn’t mind being younger, I 

would like to have a little more to share with my family and friends.  

You know Lord, I would like to walk closer to you. I wish I could hear you more 

often. 

I would like to experience the love you offer to everyone. 

I would like to experience the fullness of your grace in my life. 

Lord, today, I want to change. Amen 
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Weaving Women’s Wisdom 

Touchstone, West Yorkshire Methodist District 

Weaving Women’s Wisdom is an interfaith project, 

empowering women to engage in creative activity and to 

form and deepen friendships. 

Launched by Touchstone in Bradford in Autumn 2014, we 

have worked alongside 20 groups in Britain and Pakistan. 

Each group explored starter questions: “Who are the wise 

women that have influenced my life?”, “What is the 

difference between wisdom and knowledge?” and “Who are the wise women in 

my holy text and faith tradition?” In the light of this conversation, each group is 

provided with a pack of materials and invited to make a rug. 

The rugs use traditional techniques from the UK and Pakistan, including ‘rag 

rugging’ and ‘locker hooking’. Groups have included inter faith forums, schools, 

Girls Brigade and even a book group. The results are stunning, giving great 

opportunities to women who are often sidelined in more formal interfaith 

dialogue. Stephen Williams, Minister for Communities, visited Touchstone to see 

the project and said, ‘It was fascinating to hear how the project has developed 

into more than just inspiring interfaith friendships - into forums where women 

find a safe space to speak about their issues of concern’. 

On Tuesday 21 April at Bradford City Hall, we launched the project’s next stage 

'The Carpet of Wisdom’. The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, Touchstone Team Leader 

introduced the exhibition. Individual rugs were put together inside the 

Touchstone yurt for a vibrant and colourful ‘carpet’. The Carpet of Wisdom will 

tour the UK during 2015 and be exhibited in mosques, churches, cathedrals, 

schools and possibly even the Houses of Parliament. 

Weaving Women's Wisdom is a tangible demonstration that women of faith can 

work creatively together for peace. And produce something beautiful! 

Email: Jenny Ramsden faith2faith@touchstone-bradford.org.uk 

Taken from the May issue (142) of The Buzz (a Methodist Church Newsletter) 
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 TREES – A MEDITATION 

 

A tree has much to teach us about how to live well. Let's start with its roots, for 
from its roots the tree gains moisture, nutrients and stability. If a tree is to grow 
to its full size it needs a healthy and extensive root system. Otherwise it is likely 
to topple over in a storm or die from malnutrition. Similarly with us. We need to 
be firmly rooted in whatever it is that truly feeds us – be it prayer and 
meditation, our family, a love of nature, friendship, whatever. Then, and only 
then, can we spread our leaves ( and the leaves and branches stand for the 
multitude of our activities in the world ) without fear of toppling over in a state of 
exhaustion or ennui. And this reminds us of the need to deepen our roots before 
increasing our involvements if we are to remain strong and well balanced. 

 

But if a tree's roots support its branches and leaves, the reverse is also true. 
Leaves gather energy from the sun which is used to feed the whole tree. So, too, 
should our leaves ( via our relationships and responsibilities ) be places where we 
can gather and accumulate life's energy, not lose it. One person joins a PTA. 
Another launches an ambitious project at work or in the church. A third looks 
after an invalid neighbour's garden. And so on. So many different branches and 
leaves. But there is one important question we need to ask – will all our various 
activities and responsibilities energise or exhaust us? If the latter then some 
pruning may be necessary. 

 

Another lesson to be learnt from the tree is the necessity of responding to 
change. In Spring the tree puts out leaves to catch the strengthening sun. In the 
Autumn it responds to the oncoming cold by shedding its leaves. In the Winter it 
lies dormant until the new life re-emerges in the following Spring and the cycle 
begins all over again. And throughout the year, when the wind blows, it sways 
with the wind rather than stiffly trying to resist it. 

 

So, with the tree as our guide, our guru if you like, we are prompted to reflect on 
what things keep us firmly rooted and how effectively we are using them. Of our 
many branches and leaves ( i.e. the things we engage in daily ), are there any that 
need cutting back? And finally, do we, like the tree, respond responsibly to the 
winds of change, or do we, perhaps unthinkingly, stiffly resist them? 

Gerry Leake 
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP (Last notice for this season) 

Meeting alternate Thursdays in the Youth Hall at 7.45 pm 

4th June    AGM   - and, yes, there will be Reports from the Committee, but Rev. 
Andrew has kindly agreed to come and be with us - for the last time, I'm 
afraid.   I'm sure we will all remember his talk from last year, and doubtless he will 
be just as entertaining this. 

18th June   Annual Lunch.    We round off the season with lunch at Thomas 
Danby College down in town.   Margaret Sapsworth will let us have full details in 
due course. 

Lynne Pullein 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN 2015 update 

 

Action for Children celebrated 145 years in 2014.  

It works directly with more than 300,000 vulnerable children, young people, their 
parents and carers to help change lives. It has over 650 community projects 
around the UK and tackles issues such as child abuse and neglect. 

96p in every pound spent went to helping children and their families. 

In 2015 one of their campaigns is called Paying the Price. This is raising concerns 
about young people who have not learnt about money in the usual way through 
school or home because these are not positive places for them. 

Much more information about the work the society does can be got from the 
web site http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/ 

Lidgett collected in 2014 the following amounts:- 

£49.75p for diaries and Christmas cards 

£231.63p for Christmas day service collection 

£510.20p for Home collection boxes. 

Anyone interested in having a Home Collection box please contact Peter Bennett. 

THE BIBLE SOCIETY 

Peter has also receive a letter of thanks from the Bible Society for the money 

raised by the stamp collection he organises. Details of the society can be found 

on www.biblesociety.org.uk.  

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/
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Many thanks to all who came and supported our coffee morning held on Sat May 
9th in aid of Martin House Children's Hospice.  The final total raised will appear 
in next month's July/Aug edition. We are grateful to all who supported us. 

Our next event is our Summer Fayre in aid of Thorner Church Funds. 

This will be held on Sat July 4th, in the morning, 10-12 noon. 

Please make a note of the date in your diaries!  We are holding our Summer 
Fayre this year in the morning again as last year it was such a success!  Do please 
support us if you can.  Admission, as usual is £1.   

We provide strawberries and cream and cream scones so you're assured of a 
delightful time!!  There will also be our usual cake and produce stall and a bric a 
brac stall.  All held downstairs, so no steps to climb!  We look forward to seeing 
you! 

Ann Johnson Thorner Senior Church Steward 

Tel. 0113 289 3532 

THE QUIZ (ANSWERS ON PAGE  26) - Fred Langley 

A  Each of these five clues leads to two words that differ from one another by 

one letter. First find the two words from each clue and then re-arrange the ten 

letters that have been changed to produce two Christian names – those of two 

of our Lidgett members. 

1. Cold but hot to eat (6)  2. Pie crust is meagre (6)  3. Infatuation with lifting 

gear (5)  4. Reiterate and revoke (6)  5. Pay out to get bigger (6) 

 

B  As above but three Christian names instead of two. 

1.  Tough Malaysian garment tucked round waist (6)  2. Inactive and 

incompetent (5) 3. Change place where wedding vows made (5) 4. Make 

recompense with type of race (5) 5. Soundly beat song-bird (6) 

THORNER BROADSHEET 
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CAKES, PLANTS, BOOKS, CARDS AND OTHER GOOD THINGS GALORE! 

 

The 7th May 2015 will be remembered by many in years to come as Election Day, 

with the return of David Cameron to 10 Downing Street for another 5 years. It 

was the culmination of several weeks of campaigning with promises from all and 

sundry for better times ahead. Whatever your feelings about the outcome, it was 

an important day. 

However, there was also another important event on that day, the Ladies Group 

Annual Coffee Evening, an all-inclusive event, so long as you had £3 to get in. 

Once that was achieved then an array of good things was waiting. Splendid cakes 

from the various kitchens of Lidgett Park; healthy plants from the self-same 

gardens and greenhouses; an attractive collection of greetings cards and other 

stationary and an interesting book stall. The money raised will boost the 

charitable giving of Lidgett Park. 

Above all, it was an evening for meeting friends and catching up with things over 

a cup of tea or coffee and (of course) plates of cakes and biscuits. In these 

uncertain times it is good to know that there are some things that can be relied 

upon to deliver. Thank you to the Ladies Group! 

And while we are on the subject of food: 

The circuit Safari Lunch was for me a successful occasion. Not only were we well-

fed, but it was an opportunity to meet people from all over the circuit and visit 

churches that some of us had not seen before. We all set off in cars of 4 people 

to visit a different church for each of the courses, starters, main course and 

puddings. Our car began with an impressive selection of different home-made 

soups at Shadwell followed by the main course of cottage pie at Lidgett (with 

seconds). However, the summit of our experience came at Garforth with a 

wonderful selection of puddings, hot and cold, something for everyone’s taste. 

Mine was a rhubarb crumble and custard, a truly wonderful experience. Thank 

you to everyone for all the hard work that went into organising this. 

Stan Pearson 

The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry (Proverbs 10:3) 
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BOOK REVIEW: SAVING JESUS FROM THE CHURCH 

Robin R. Meyers 

Harper One; Reprint edition (9 Mar. 2010) ISBN-13: 978-0061568220 

Have you noticed how religious writers tend to have short, dynamic names? There 
was Kung, there was Borg and there’s Spong. They sound like a trio of villains from 
a Star Trek movie. 

The author of this book, a minister in the United Church of Christ and a professor 
in the philosophy department at Oklahoma City University, has the less thrilling 
name of Robin R. Meyers, but his book is exciting nonetheless. 

The subtitle of the book pretty well sums up his message “How to stop worshiping 
Christ and start following Jesus”. (And yes he’s an American which is why there is 
only one p in worshiping). His book is a plea to forget our obsession with dogma 
and get on with being disciples. As he says “Doctrines divide by nature. 
Discipleship brings us together”. 

His argument is that the Church through the years has lost its way. As an example 
he compares the Sermon on the Mount with the Nicene Creed. “Consider this: 
there is not a word in that sermon about what to believe, only words about what 
to do …Yet three centuries later, when the Nicene Creed became the official oath 
of Christendom, there was not a single word about what to do, only words about 
what to believe”. 

It is quite a long book and sections relate specifically to USA churches of the “pray 
to God and he’ll shower you with riches” persuasion. Fortunately this isn’t 
something we get much of on this side of the Atlantic. But he is a passionate man 
and I feel that anyone who professes to be a Christian would do well to read it. 
You might not like its message – he challenges most of the conventional beliefs 
that we are supposed to accept. A fundamentalist reviewing it on Amazon said he 
read it “with gritted teeth”; but at least he read it. I will own up and say I agree 
with nearly all Meyers says, but read it yourself and decide whether his approach 
is a heresy or a heroic attempt to get us back to being true followers of Jesus. 

Ed Dodman 

PRAYING FOR PEACE 

‘When people are praying for peace, the cause of peace is being strengthened by 

their very act of prayer, for they are themselves becoming immersed in the spirit 

of peace, and committed to the cause of peace’.   John Macquarrie, The concept 

of Peace, SCM Press, 1971, p, 81. 
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LAUGHTER AT LIDGETT 

The title of the latest programme from the Drama Group was “ Tripulations” - 
referring to the triple bill of one-act plays. It could just as easily be referring to 
the perfect combination of two great English writers of observational comedy 
( Ayckbourn & Bennett ) and our own Drama Group, who are surely at their best 
with scripts such as these. 

The first play, “A Visit from Miss Prothero” involved Ian ( retired office manager 
Mr. Dodsworth ) and Carol Russell ( one of his former staff ) who thought a visit 
from her to talk about work would be a bit of excitement in his ( perceived ) dull 
life as a pensioner. At the start of the play, Mr. Dodsworth is happily pottering 
about and chatting to his budgie, Milly – a very modern budgie, it has to be said, 
which tweeted a lot but didn't move much!! Conversation was made during a cup 
of tea but it wasn't until it was almost time for Miss Prothero to leave that she 
dropped the bombshell that Mr. Dodsworth's systems had been dramatically 
changed and improved and the office was a different place now. The actors' facial 
expressions, small gestures  and nuances were paramount in providing the clues 
as to how each was feeling – apart from one lovely moment when Miss Prothero 
left the room and Mr. Dodsworth called her “ a stupid, old bitch”. Having started 
the day feeling happy and content, Mr. Dodsworth was left feeling forlorn whilst 
Miss Prothero went on her way, smugly satisfied with the afternoon. A perfect 
vehicle for the talents of Ian and Carol, this was acted delightfully and greeted 
with rapturous applause by the audience. 

In the the short interval following, Kathy Benson and Lynne Pullein smoothly and 
efficiently transformed the set  from one home to another, in full view of the 
audience. This was a clever idea, keeping the audience engaged between plays 
and showing us how much difference to a set a change of picture, plants, table 
etc. can make. 

“Say Something Happened” was the story of an elderly couple, again quite happy 
with their lives, who are visited by a young, newly – qualified Social Worker who 
has been sent to assess their needs and to try to put in place contingency plans 
“in case something happened” to one of them.  It started quite amicably but, as 
the visit develops, mam ( Marion Colbeck) becomes more and more angry and 
does not want interference in their lives. Dad ( David Homewood) is more 
conciliatory towards the young woman and tries to maintain an even balance. 
The two pensioners were played  with total realism by Marion and David with, 
again, facial expressions and body language saying as much as the words. The 
young, naïve Social Worker, doing her best to fulfil the task she had been sent to 
complete, was cleverly portrayed by Mary Patchett with just the right amount of 
innocence and embarrassed good humour. A lovely little piece with, as often in   
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Bennett's plays, pathos at its heart.  

The final play of the trilogy was an Alan Ayckbourn - “ Between Mouthfuls” . This 
was set in a high class restaurant, with two husbands and wives at different 
tables, both celebrating (separately) the return of one partner after a holiday. First 
to enter were Mr and Mrs Pearce, (Irving Theaker & Pat Brooke, playing the 
characters with their usual ease and aplomb).Greeted by the waiter (Ian Russell) 
they were shown to their table. Whilst they were looking at the menu, the second 
couple, Polly (Alison Yorke) and Martin (Peter Wrigley) came in. Immediately Polly 
saw the other couple, she wanted to leave. Martin, however, was quite happy to 
stay in the same restaurant as his boss, Mr. Pearce. The play then proceeded to 
move from one table to the other, the catalyst for overhearing the conversation of 
each table in turn being the waiter. As he approached the table, the conversation 
between its occupants came to be heard whilst the other couple merely mouthed 
their words. This very clever device demanded absolute perfection of timing from 
all the actors, most especially from Ian and it was carried off superbly. This must 
be a difficult play in which to act, but the effortless way in which it happened was 
a joy to watch and the reaction of the audience at the end reflected this.  

( I have to mention here a small aside which caused both the audience and some 
of the actors much merriment on the Friday night. Despite the scene taking place 
in an impressive restaurant, someone had forgotten to give Mr Pearce any cutlery 
with which to eat his steak so he had to resort to using his fingers! Irving and Pat 
dissolved in  fits of giggles as did much of the audience! All credit to the other 
actors, though, as the play carried on as if nothing was amiss and eventually Mr & 
Mrs Pearce were able to compose themselves in time for their next speaking 
lines. )  

The crux of the play came to light slowly and towards the end. Polly told her 
husband that her three week holiday had, in fact, been spent with Mr Pearce. 
Imagine her chagrin when all her husband was concerned about was his job and 
how this affair would affect it. Polly's obvious frustration with her husband was 
wonderfully portrayed by Alison whilst Peter gave an excellent performance as 
her oblivious husband. 

This was a very enjoyable play with which to finish, an excellent showcase for 
acting talent. 

All three plays were dependent on character acting rather than change of scene or 
pace. This is the Drama Group's forte and we are lucky to have such talented 
amateur actors in our midst. To all of them and to all of the back-stage team who 
work so hard to offer productions of this quality, I can only say “thank you” - and 
more of the same, please!  Margaret Farrar. 
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FAVOURITE HYMNS 

I am still keen for people to tell me about their favourite hymns and why they 

mean so much to them, but people are reticent. In the meantime here is some 

Wordsworth which is a favourite of Gerry Leake. Ed. 

From “ Lines Composed A Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey” 

For I have learned 
To look on nature, not as in the hour 
Of thoughtless youth; but hearing oftentimes 
The still, sad music of humanity, 
Nor harsh nor grating, though of ample power 
To chasten and subdue. And I have felt 
A presence that disturbs me with the joy 
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused, 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns, 
And the round ocean and the living air, 
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man: 
A motion and a spirit, that impels 
All thinking things, all objects of all thought, 
And rolls through all things. Therefore am I still 
A lover of the meadows and the woods, 
And mountains; and of all that we behold 
From this green earth; of all the mighty world 
Of eye and ear, - both what they half create, 
And what perceive; well pleased  to recognise 
In nature and the language of the sense, 
The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse, 
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul 
Of all my moral being. 
 
William Wordsworth 

SOMETHING TO PONDER 

The following quote was used by Karen Illingworth in a service at Lidgett last 

month: "Christ never failed to distinguish between doubt and unbelief. Doubt is 

can't believe. Unbelief is won't believe. Doubt is honesty. Unbelief is obstinacy. 

Doubt is looking for light. Unbelief is content with darkness."  (Henry Drummond) 
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  LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH  

 Income and expenditure account  

 Year to 31 August 2014  

General 

fund  (unrestricted fund *)  

 (12/13)    (13/14)  

 £  Income  £  

 57,801  Offerings  58,926  

 12,926  Gift Aid tax refunds  15,667  

 28,214  Property lettings  26,895  

 1,150  Donations from church groups  1,425  

 279  Interest (CFB)  56  

 1,665  Other income  5,572  

102,035  sub-total  108,541  

 2,061  Collections for external organisations/purposes  2,085  

104,096  Total Income  110,626  

 Expenditure  

 60,000  Circuit assessment  59,500  

5044 Repairs and maintenance 5107 

8731 Caretaking and cleaning 8605 

 5,560  Insurance  5,683  

10172 Utilities 9099 

 1,509  Worship expenses  1,942  

 9,000  Grants and donations  8,750  

 829  Independent Examiner's fee  855  

 Double glazing to church  9,161  

 3,054  Other expenditure  3,286  

103,899  sub-total  111,988  

 2,061  Paid to external organisations /purposes  2,085  

105,960  Total Expenditure  114,073  
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      (1864)  Income less expenditure             (3447)  

 Transfer from Junior church funds  620  

 852  Transfer from Gift in memorial  

 29,500  Opening balance of General Fund  28,488  

 28,488  Closing balance of General Fund  25,661  

 
BALANCE SHEET AT 31 AUGUST 2014 

 Balance at   Balance at 

31-Aug-13  31-Aug-14 

       28,488 General Fund             25,661 

         4,280 Property Repair Fund               2,098 

                 - Belize Project Fund             10,135 

       13,044 Simon on the Streets Project Fund                        - 

       45,812              37,894 

   

 Represented by:  

              50 Cash                     75 

       13,256 Yorkshire Bank Current Account             21,580 

       12,954 CFB General deposit Account               1,384 

       20,553 Debtors/prepayments             16,329 

     (1001) less Creditors/accruals             (1474) 

       45,812              37,894 

In addition to the above funds, the Church Council is also ultimately responsible 

for the additional amounts 

which are delegated and 

managed separately:  

 

Balances at 31 August 2014:   

Benevolent fund  £187.87 

Ladies group  £279.08 

Drama group  £4,141.24 
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2013/2014    

  

The deficit for the year is accounted for by significant expenditure on double 

glazing units for the church .       

Following an annual stewardship campaign during the year, regular income 

increased significantly, together with gift aid reclaims. However, lettings fell a 

little . Other income included a donation towards the cost of the double glazing.  

       

Routine expenditure was broadly in line with expectations. The underlying 

financial position of the church excluding the  exceptional expenditure and 

income is broadly in balance.  The overall financial position of the church remains 

sound.     

This has been another successful year for the church project with  £11,135 being 

raised for  Belize . In addition the church has given grants of  £8,750 paid out of  

the general fund and over £2000 has been raised for other specific  causes. This 

means the church has raised /collected £21,885 for other organisations .  

     

NOTE: these are the abbreviated accounts for the year ended 31 August 2014. 

The full accounts with notes is available on request to the Church Treasurer.  

Alan Wittrick (Treasurer) 

Church accounts cont. 

INVESTMENT  TCMP trustees Investment Fund 21393 

The balance at 31 August 2014 was £22,859 (at 31 August 2013 £22,373).  

During the year to 31 August 2014, £11,399 was withdrawn from this fund for 

church roof repairs.    

A further bequest was added to the fund amounting to £11,725.  

Interest on the balance amounted to £204 and there were administration 

charges on the fund of £45  
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INTERESTING CHURCHES AND CHAPELS IN YORKSHIRE 

In the December edition of The Link I published words found on a bookmark by 

Margaret Leake in Littlebeck Chapel and this was followed in the February Link by 

a copy of their welcome card provided by Margaret Lee. I now have a collection of 

material from various churches and chapels in Yorkshire which I will publish in The 

Link over the next few issues. We start with some more churches visited recently 

by Margaret Lee. Many thanks Margaret. Ed 

St Mary the Virgin Ebberston and Ebberston Methodist Church. 

 

Ebberston is on the A170 Scarborough to 

Pickering road, and is a lovely village with 

a bridged stream to nearby properties. We 

parked at the back of the church and 

walked down the wooded church yard 

where we saw a small herd of deer in the 

distance. This is a very peaceful church 

and has some beautiful stained glass 

windows. 

The original Saxon church was probably build during the 11th Century with a 

chancel and an aisleless nave. During the 12th Century a north aisle was added 

and in the 13th Century the chancel was rebuilt and extended. Further 

enlargement occurred in the 14th Century when the nave was extended to its 

present length, a tower was added at the west end together with a porch and a 

south chapel on the south side of the nave at the west end. In the 16th Century 

the church was partially destroyed by Oliver Cromwell leaving it with broken 

windows and a leaky roof. Little was done until the 18th Century when in 1787 

the church was reroofed and then, in 1869, a 12 year restoration was begun and 

the church was reopened on 25th of October 1881. A one hundred year 

anniversary of rededication was conducted by Dr Stuart Blanch, Archbishop of 

York, in 1981.  

Further into the village we visited the Methodist Church which was warm and 

welcoming. They were preparing for a children’s activity after school, which was  
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attended by children from the surrounding villages. The lady I spoke to was very 

enthusiastic and we had a lovely chat about our respective churches. At the end 

of their church services this song is sung by the congregation after the grace. 

Copies of it were in every pew. 

“May God’s blessing surround you each day 

As you trust him and walk in his way. 

May his presence within 

Guard and keep you from sin 

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love”. 

 

St Peter’s Church Reighton 

 

This was well worth the visit 

and can be combined with St 

Leonard’s Church at Speeton 

(about 2 miles by car). The 

following words greet you as 

you enter: 

 

“Enter this door as if the floor within were gold 

and every wall of jewels, all of wealth untold: as if 

a choir in robes of fine were singing here, nor 

shout, nor sush, but hush! For God is here” 

The church has undergone some re-building, but 

still has 12th or 13th century features. Pebbles from 

the beach a mile away are set in the west end of 

the nave under the 20th century tower. 
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St Leonard’s Church – Speeton. 

Words on the board by the gate read: 

“One of the oldest and smallest churches in Yorkshire – built by the Saxons – used 

by the Danes – restored by the Normans”. 

You can park in the car park of St Leonard’s Church. The church is believed to 

have been used as a secret hideout for smuggled goods brought from the shore 

along donkey-tracks up the cliff. 

After visiting the church we followed the footpath over the meadows to the edge 

of the cliff. This was well worth the walk in the cold wind, as the views across 

Reighton Sands and the sweeping bay to Filey Brigg were spectacular. 

Heptonstall Octagonal Chapel. 

I visited this chapel during a 
walk in Calderdale last 
summer. Much of the 
information comes from a 
booklet on sale in the chapel 
written by Revd. Cyril 
Wainwright. 

 

The 200th anniversary of this 
chapel was celebrated in 
1964, the new building 

having been blessed by John Wesley on July 5th 1764. The Sunday School was  
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founded in 1795. Ever since that time it has been in continuous use as a place of 

Methodist worship, believed to be longer than anywhere else in the country. It is 

claimed that the Sunday School gave rise to the first training school for Sunday 

School Teachers and Local Preachers anywhere in the connexion. 

However, the origin of the Society lay somewhat earlier in 1742 with a preacher 
by the name of William Darney, an ill-educated but enthusiastic man, who 
founded a large number of societies on both sides of the Pennines. Charles 
Wesley was the first Methodist to visit in 1747 and, three months later was 
followed by brother John. The Darney Society in Heptonstall was accepted into 
Methodism under the supervision of Revd William Grimshaw of Haworth, a 
friend of both the Welseys and Darney, who was accepted as a preacher in the 
Methodist Connection in 1748. 

 

The society had its ups and downs. Darney was of a Calvinist persuasion, unlike 
the Wesleys and many of the original converts moved between the Methodist 
societies and local Baptist groups. There were further disagreements over the 
teaching of reading and writing in Sunday School (1831) and over the use of 
organs in worship 

 

A feature of the chapel is its octagonal shape, although the octagon was 
stretched in 1802 to accommodate the growing congregation (now 337 members 
and 1,002 in the Sunday School – those were the days!). 

 

Why does the chapel have an octagonal shape? It was not the first to be built this 
way (Norwich, 1757, Rotherham, 1761, Whitby, 1762, and several more 
subsequently). Some say it was because the figure 8 was a symbol of 
regeneration, others that the shape left no corners in which the devil could hide, 
but the reality was probably that they did not consider them churches but 
preaching houses. People went to the Parish Church in the mornings and then to 
hear the Methodist preaching later in the day. 

 

There is much more to read in Wainwright’s booklet, but the congregation 
remains lively and active bringing a Methodist witness to this rugged but 
beautiful dale. 

Stan Pearson 
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WORSHIP IN NORTHERN INDIA—Barbara Belsham 

My recent visit to Northern India began in Delhi, a city of 17 million people and 

the capital of India.  It is also the most polluted city in the world which is not 

surprising when you see the traffic there.  We were told that to drive in Delhi you 

need a good horn, good brakes and good luck!   It does, however, have places of 

worship for many faiths and we were able to visit some of these.   

81% of the population of Delhi are 

Hindu, 12% Muslim and 5% Sikh and 

2% Christian and Jain but it was to a 

Sikh Gurdwara we were taken first.  It 

is a very attractive building decorated 

in gold with a large pool at the side 

for bathing and baptism.  We had to 

remove our shoes before entering the 

central hall, cover our heads and wash 

our hands.  The Guru Granth Sahib 

(the Sikh Holy Book) was placed on a raised dais and we were asked to sit on the 

floor, listen to the musicians who were playing and reciting hymns and reflect.  

Every person is welcome irrespective of creed, culture or nationality and any Sikh, 

male or female, can perform the services.  

The Sikh religion is strictly 

monotheistic and stresses service to 

humanity, tolerance and brotherly 

love to all.  This is demonstrated in 

the practice of serving free meals 

each day to anyone who wants one.  

This Gurdwara is open from 11 am to 

11pm and serves thousands of meals 

every day.  The food is paid for from 

voluntary contributions and anyone 

who is willing can help prepare it.   

We were taken to the kitchens and were very impressed with what we saw.  Faith 

in action.   
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  We then visited the largest 

mosque in India, the Jama 

Masjid, which was built by the 

Mughals  in the 17th century. It is 

in Old Delhi which is a walled 

area, once the centre of 

government  under the Mughals,  

until the British moved the 

capital to Calcutta where it 

remained until 1911 when the 

British developed New Delhi.  Old 

Delhi is crowded and congested, but the mosque is imposing. It has three large 

gates, four towers and two minarets and space for twenty five thousand people 

to pray here.  We had to remove our shoes and the women were given a large 

garment to cover them from neck to toe.  

It wasn’t until we reached Sikkim 

that we had an opportunity to 

visit a Hindu temple.  Until 1975 

Sikkim was an independent 

country, but its proximity to the 

border with Tibet and Nepal 

made it important for the Indian 

Government to have control 

there.  We visited the Thakurbari 

Temple, which is one of the 

oldest in Sikkim.  A Hindu Temple 

is a place where man and gods 

can come together.  We removed our shoes and were allowed to enter the prayer 

room where some priests were chanting and worshippers were making donations  

and being blessed before a statue of Ganesh, a Hindu God. 

All these places of worship were busy, open throughout the day and frequented 

by all ages.  Perhaps something we should try to imitate in our churches here. 

Thank you Barbara. An account or her stay in Bhutan is to follow. Ed. 
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A NEED FOR VISION. 

The only way to get our values right is to see, not the beginning, but the end of 

the way, to see things not in the light of time, but in the light of eternity. William 

Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew, 1987, vol 1, p. 280. Saint Andrew’s Press. 

Some things that are continually before our eyes we never see at all. Men only see 

what they attend to; if our attention is fixed on small things we shall only see 

small details. The more we see and attend, the more the wonder ought to grow. 

G.A. Studdert Kennedy, The New Man in Christ, 1916, p. 53, Hodder & Stoughton  

THOUGHTS FROM A HOUSE GROUP 

The Shadwell and Lidgett Thursday house group has been studying 1 Corinthians 

and recently was looking at the passage 11: 17-34 and particularly verses 23-26 

describing the institution of the Lord’s Supper. This then led to a discussion as to 

how each of us viewed the communion service and what it meant to us 

personally. There are, of course, different theological opinions as to how the 

service should be viewed and this has been a cause of much bitterness in the 

past, not least at the time of the Reformation. 

For us it seemed the service symbolises the gift of God’s grace, which is always 

available to us, but of which we are reminded in particular as we share with each 

other at the communion rail. A symbol (like a national flag) is more than a sign 

(like a road sign which merely points to something) for the symbol contains 

within it an expression of the truth it represents. Wesley puts it like this: 

 
Come, Holy Ghost, , thine 

influence shed, 

And real make the sign, 

Thy life infuse into the bread, 

Thy power into the wine. 

Effectual let the tokens prove 

And made, by heavenly art, 

Fit channels to convey thy love 

To every faithful heart. 

Prayer: God of unlimited love, let me feel that you love me, and help me to 

love others in the same way. Amen (from Elizabeth Hart 1997, All Loves 

Excelling, Methodist Publishing House, Peterbrough) 


